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Positive returns for December quarter 
despite ongoing global volatility
The sharp decline of various commodity prices 
influenced market behaviour over the December quarter 
as the price of iron ore dropped mainly due to moderate 
growth in China. The price of crude oil also continued 
to decline as a result of surging US oil supply, weaker 
demand globally and a refusal by Saudi Arabia to cut 
production. This has impacted oil producing countries, 
in particular Russia with its Central Bank attempting to 
prop up the ruble by increasing interest rates by 6.5% 
to 17% in December. 

The US economy continued to perform strongly at the 
end of the December quarter with strong economic 
growth, improved consumer confidence figures and 
solid labour force growth. The upswing in conditions 
should provide momentum going into 2015 with the 
Federal Reserve on track to start increasing interest 
rates by the middle of the year. 

The quarter was also highlighted by continued slow 
global growth, particularly in the Eurozone and Japan. 
Geopolitical concerns in Syria, Iraq and Ukraine, along 
with the spread of the Ebola virus, have also continued 
throughout the quarter.

The Australian dollar depreciated against most 
major developed market currencies. The US dollar 
was amongst the strongest-performing currencies 
on expectations of strong economic growth and the 
likelihood that the Fed will raise interest rates well 
ahead of its struggling counterparts in Japan and the 
Eurozone.

However, the quarterly returns for all of Maritime Super’s 
major investment options remained positive for the 
quarter. The Growth and Balanced options retuned 
2.94% and 2.57% respectively. 

Australian shares
The S&P/ASX300 Accumulation Index provided 
a solid return of 2.9% (hedged against overseas 
equities) for the quarter. Small-cap stocks significantly 
underperformed large-cap stocks and the drop in oil 
prices impacted the Australian mining and resources 
companies with a large decline in the ASX300 
Resources Accumulation Index.

International shares
The MSCI World ex-Australia Index (hedged to AUD) rose 
4.1% over the quarter. The Australian dollar depreciated 
against most major currencies and this resulted in a 
stronger return of 8.3% (in AUD) on an unhedged basis. 
Across developed markets, the strongest performing 
country in local currency terms was Japan with the 
Nikkei up 6.7%. 

Property 
Property Trusts performed very well, while unlisted 
Australian property posted modest growth. 

In the property sector, unlisted Australian property trusts 
returned 1.6% for the September quarter as the  
12-month return exceeded 8.3% for this sector.

Fixed interest 
At 4.0%, Australian bonds outperformed international 
bonds (hedged to AUD) which returned 2.9% for the 
quarter. Short-duration bonds and inflation-linked 
securities underperformed for the period while global 
government bonds outperformed global investment 
grade credit.
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Investment performance
to 31 December 2014

The 1, 3, 5 and 10-year returns are per annum 
for the periods ending 31 December 2014,  
and the 3-month return is the actual return for 
the quarter to 31 December 2014.

These returns are based on movements in 
unit prices and are net of asset-based fees 
and taxes. The returns apply to accumulation 
accounts; different rates of return apply to 
pension accounts. Refer to the website or call 
Member Services for more information. 

Note that past performance is not a reliable 
indicator of future performance.

 3 months 1 year 3 years 5 years 10 years

Australian Shares 1.87% 5.41% N/A N/A N/A

International Shares 4.14% 10.14% N/A N/A N/A

Growth 2.94% 8.74% 13.32% 8.41% 6.09%

Growth MVP 2.25% N/A N/A N/A N/A

Balanced 2.57% 7.96% 11.53% 7.96% 5.89%

Balanced MVP 2.10% N/A N/A N/A N/A

Moderate 1.91% 6.31% N/A N/A N/A

Conservative 1.81% 5.59% 7.64% 6.34% 5.31%

Cash Enhanced 0.56% 2.68% 3.56% 4.00% 4.37%

Cash 0.53% 2.00% 2.41% 2.92% N/A

Next Fixed Term Investment 
starts 1 March 2015
If you would like to invest some of your 
super in the Fixed Term Investment option, 
you have until 20 February 2015 to do so. 

Simply complete the Fixed Term 
Investment application (available from our 
website or by calling Member Services). 

Refer to the website in mid-February for 
the interest rates.

Cash
The Reserve Bank of Australia left the cash rate unchanged at 2.50% during 
the quarter. 

Maritime Super’s investment strategy 
Maritime Super’s investment strategy remains focused on long-term 
fundamentals and diversifying across all asset classes, sectors, regions and 
markets. We look for investments that benefit members and ensure that 
members’ retirement needs are met in the long term. While we keep a close 
watch on short-term market movements, we don’t make short-term decisions 
that attempt to time the market and potentially end up worse off. 

If you have any questions about your investments, speak with our Member 
Services team or one of our financial planners.



financial resolutions 
that are worth making3

Revisit your contribution 
strategy

Have you given any thought to how much money you’ll need to live 
comfortably in retirement? How much are you contributing towards this 
savings goal? 

For people who are only receiving employer SG contributions, this alone 
may not be enough to ensure a comfortable retirement. This is why you 
may need to make your own contributions to boost your super.

If you’d like to contribute additional amounts to your super, now’s a 
good time to start! Just remember to keep your contribution caps  
in mind.

Next steps

Start contributing extra: download the Voluntary 
contributions form available from our website or call Member 
Services for a copy.

Use our Retirement Calculator: see how much you could 
have at retirement and explore ways to boost your super. Visit 
our website to try it out for yourself. 

Meet with a financial planner: if you’re not sure whether 
you’re contributing enough to save for retirement, talk to one 
of our planners - call Member Services on 1800 757 607 to 
make an appointment.
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The New Year is always a time for reflection 
and resolution. It signals a fresh start, a clean 
slate, so it’s no surprise that the majority of  
us make resolutions around this time. 

It makes good financial sense to make a  
few resolutions regarding your super -  
here are three resolutions you can make  
that can have a big impact on your super  
and lifestyle.My resolutions

save money
catch up with mates
find a new house
play more golf
take a holiday
read more 
help others
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Review your investment strategy 
How your super is invested will directly impact your super balance and pension 
income. That’s why it’s important to review your investment strategy from time to 
time - what worked for you a few years ago may not suit your circumstances now.

Because there’s no ‘one size fits all’ approach when it comes to investing,  
Maritime Super gives you a range of investment options to choose from. That way, 
you can set an investment strategy that matches your savings goals, risk profile 
and timeframe.

Next steps

Meet with a financial planner: get financial advice regarding how  
to invest your super - call Member Services on 1800 757 607 to make  
an appointment.

Visit the Publications section of our website: you’ll find fact sheets 
regarding investing, investment risk and volatility and how unit pricing works.

Protect yourself against the 
unexpected

Your journey through life doesn’t always go to plan - are you protected financially 
from the unexpected? 

Taking out insurance cover through Maritime Super provides a number of benefits, 
including:

 � cover for injury, illness or death – so you can have peace of mind knowing 
that you and your family will be looked after

 � caters for the maritime industry – our insurance cover takes into account key 
roles and risks within the maritime industry and offers relevant cover options

 � no out-of-pocket expenses – your premiums are deducted directly from your 
super account, not from your pocket;

 � flexible – you can vary your voluntary insurance if your needs or 
circumstances change, subject to approval from the insurer.

Next steps

Speak to a financial planner: to determine whether you have adequate 
insurance cover - call Member Services on 1800 757 607.

Visit our website: to learn more about your insurance options and 
download the Insurance Supplement for your membership category. 
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Complete our member 
survey and support an 
industry charity!

We'd like to better understand your needs 
and what you consider important so we can 
continue to improve our service to you.

Visit www.maritimesuper.com.au and 
take our survey - it’s just a few multiple 
choice questions and should take no more 
than 5 minutes to complete.  

For every survey completed, we will 
donate $5 to Hunterlink Recovery Services, 
a charity that provides support and 
counselling services for maritime workers 
and their families.



This newsletter has been issued by Maritime Financial Services Pty Limited (MFS). Refer to your Financial Services Guide for more 
information on MFS. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this newsletter, MFS gives no warranty as to the 
reliability of this information. 

This newsletter contains general information and doesn’t take into account your individual objectives or financial situation or needs. 
Consequently, you should consider the appropriateness of any general information in relation to your situation before making an 
investment decision. MFS recommends you seek individual advice before making any decisions concerning your superannuation.

The Fund’s Product Disclosure Statements (PDS) and MFS’ Financial Services Guide are available by calling Member Services on  
1800 757 607. You should consider the PDS when deciding whether to acquire or to continue to hold a product. Past performance is not 
necessarily an indication of future performance.

Toll Free 
1800 757 607 
8.30am - 5.30pm AEST

Email 
info@maritimesuper.com.au

Website 
www.maritimesuper.com.au

Your super is now even more mobile
Access Member Online on your mobile phone
This February, we’re launching a new mobile-friendly version of Member Online, so you 
can access your super on your mobile phone whenever you want.

Some of the features you’ll have at your fingertips:

 � view your account balance

 � check on investment performance

 � request rollovers from other funds

 � switch your investment strategy

 � contact a financial planner

 � update your contact details; and

 � update your non-binding beneficiaries.

How to access Member Online on your mobile phone:

Open your internet browser and type ‘Maritime Super’ in the browser search field

    Once you’ve 
opened the 
Maritime Super 
page, click on 
‘Login’ at the top 
right hand side

      Then log in using 
your Member Number 
for the Username and 
your unique password 
for Member Online

Note: this feature only works for Apple iPhones and android phones (Windows browsers are not supported).

Remember, if you have any questions or need assistance, Member Services are just a phone call away on 1800 757 607.

      You'll see the 
menu icon on the 
left hand side

To return to the 
main menu at any 
point, click the 
menu icon
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Investments

Future Contributions


