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Global events impact investments during 
the September quarter
A series of geopolitical events impacted investor confidence and therefore investment markets during the September 
quarter. Ongoing violence in the Middle East and the Ukraine, as well as major nations imposing additional sanctions 
on Russia (due to the downing of flight MH17), led to increased volatility in global markets.

However, the quarterly returns for all of Maritime Super’s diversified investment options remained positive for  
the quarter. 

Australian shares
The local sharemarket weakened slightly over the 
quarter as global events contributed to investment 
volatility and weakening commodity prices impacted the 
Australian economy. The S&P/ASX300 Accumulation 
Index underperformed at -0.6% as both large and small 
cap stocks were affected. 

International shares
The MSCI World ex-Australia Index (hedged to the AUD) 
returned 1.5% over the quarter despite a slight decline 
of 0.7% in the month of September. However, the Fund’s 
currency hedging strategy led to a stronger return as 
the Australian dollar depreciated against most major 
currencies.

The Chinese market was down slightly as iron ore 
plunged to a five-year low as waning demand in China 
coincided with a surge in supply. However, the US 
economy continued to improve despite the US Federal 
Reserve’s further tapering of its quantitative easing 
program, while the Eurozone suffered stalling economic 
growth and inflation. 

Japan was the only major market to perform strongly 
for the entire quarter. The US and UK ended square 
and the typically strong German economy was slightly 
down. Emerging markets did quite well, driven by better 
performance from China.

Property 
In the property sector, unlisted Australian property 
trusts returned 1.6% for the September quarter as the 
12-month return exceeded 8.3% for this sector.

Fixed interest 
Uncertainty about world growth prospects and rising 
geopolitical risks were also reflected in bond yields. 
Australian bonds lagged, particularly towards the end 
of September, as they followed the lead of US Treasury 
that started to price in the increasing likelihood of higher 
interest rates in the US. Short-duration bonds and 
inflation-linked securities underperformed for the period 
while global government bonds outperformed global 
investment-grade credit. 

Cash
The Reserve Bank of Australia left the cash rate 
unchanged at 2.50% during the quarter. 

Maritime Super’s investment strategy 
Maritime Super’s investment strategy remains focused 
on long-term fundamentals and diversifying across all 
asset classes, sectors, regions and markets. We look 
for investments that benefit members and ensure that 
members’ retirement needs are met in the long term. 
While we keep a close watch on short-term market 
movements, we don’t make short-term decisions that 
attempt to time the market and potentially end up worse 
off. If you have any questions about your investments, 
speak with our Member Services team or one of our 
financial planners.



Market review ...

The newsletter for Marit ime Super members   •   Maritime Focus

Mobile app  
       coming soon!

Investment performance
to 30 September 2014

The 1, 3, 5 and 10-year returns are per annum 
for the periods ending 30 September 2014,  
and the 3-month return is the actual return for 
the quarter to 30 September 2014.

These returns are based on movements in 
unit prices and are net of asset-based fees 
and taxes. The returns apply to accumulation 
accounts; different rates of return apply to 
pension accounts. Refer to the website or call 
Member Services for more information. 

Note that past performance is not a reliable 
indicator of future performance.

We’re always looking for ways to help you take better control of your 
super, so we’re excited to announce that we’re developing a mobile 
app that will be available in the coming months.

You’ll be able to access your super account wherever you are, 
whenever you wish on your mobile phone - it’s that easy!

Some of the features you’ll have at your fingertips:

 � viewing your account balance at a glance

 � checking on investment performance

 � requesting rollovers from other funds

 � switching your investment strategy

 � updating your contact details;

 � updating your non-binding beneficiaries.

Make your super even more mobile

 3 months 1 year 3 years 5 years 10 years

Australian Shares -0.09% N/A N/A N/A N/A

International Shares 3.45% N/A N/A N/A N/A

Growth 1.74% 9.99% 12.59% 8.34% 6.42%

Growth MVP 1.59% N/A N/A N/A N/A

Balanced 1.64% 8.86% 10.95% 8.10% 6.20%

Balanced MVP 1.49% N/A N/A N/A N/A

Moderate 1.32% 7.08% N/A N/A N/A

Conservative 0.88% 5.76% 7.33% 6.37% 5.45%

Cash Enhanced 0.69% 2.81% 3.67% 4.07% 4.44%

Cash 0.50% 1.96% 2.55% 2.94% N/A

Keep your eye out  
for the mobile app

Accumulation Advantage

Accumulation Advantage



It’s a subject that, understandably, no one’s 
comfortable thinking about, but if the statistics 
are to be believed, a large number of us have not 
made any provisions regarding how we’d  
like our super to be distributed when we’re no 
longer around. 

Superannuation is one of the biggest investments 
you’ll have. In fact, for many Australians, after the 
family home, it’s their second-largest asset, which 
is why it’s so important to set out how you wish to 
have your super distributed upon your death. 

It may come as a surprise to learn that your super 
doesn’t automatically form part of your estate, 
which means that it is not distributed as part of 
your will. 

Just as you nominate beneficiaries in your will, you 
need to do the same with your super or pension.

Why is it so important to 
make a nomination?
You’ve worked hard to build up your super savings,  
so it’s important to have it distributed according to 
your wishes so that your loved ones are protected 
after you’re gone.

Your nomination sets out your instructions for how 
you’d like your super to be distributed. 

What are your options?
You can make the following types of nominations 
for your death benefit (which comprises your super 
or pension balance, plus any insurance cover):

 � a binding beneficiary nomination lets you 
determine with some certainty who receives 
your death benefit

 � a non-binding beneficiary nomination 
identifies your preferred beneficiaries to be 
used as a guide only when distributing your 
death benefit;

 � a reversionary nomination if you have a 
Working Income Support Pension or Allocated 
Pension, which identifies the person who will 
receive the remainder of your pension when 
you die. 

What happens if you don’t 
make a nomination at all?
If you don’t make a nomination, the Trustee will 
decide who will receive your death benefit, based 
on your circumstances at the time of your death. 

... one of your largest assets

A valid binding nomination gives 
you peace of mind knowing that 
your super will be distributed 
according to your wishes

Nominating beneficiaries 
               for your super ...

Learn more - visit the 
website to read the  
Death benefit 
nominations fact sheet

Take action - complete 
the Binding beneficiary 
nomination or the  
Non-binding beneficiary 
nomination available  
from the website

Review your nomination 
- it’s detailed on your 
Annual Statement and 
in Member Online
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Help is there when you need it

Hunterlink Recovery Services is committed to providing support and 
counselling services for maritime workers and their families. 

Their team of experienced, professional counsellors understand 
the unique issues facing those working in the maritime industry. 
They specialise in helping people deal with:

 � substance abuse

 � problem gambling and other addictions

 � financial problems and money management

 � grief; and 

 � anxiety and depression.

Their support services are free of charge and experienced 
counsellors are on hand to help you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
on their confidential hotline. 

To learn more, visit their website at www.hunterlink.org.au

No matter who you are, or who you work for, there’s a  
Maritime Super membership category that’s meant for 
you. Often, your membership category is defined by your 
employer or employment arrangements.

The table on the right provides a summary of key 
benefits and differences between the Accumulation 
Plus and Accumulation Basic categories in the 
Stevedores division.

Generally, casual employees are in the Accumulation Basic 
category. If you’re a permanent or full-time employee, it’s 
likely that you’re in the Accumulation Plus category.

Keeping mental health in check

Call Hunterlink on 1800 554 654
24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Accumulation Plus and Accumulation Basic -  
what are the key differences?

Unsure which category you’re in?

Check with your employer or call  
Member Services on 1800 757 607.

STEVEDORES DIVISION Accumulation Plus Accumulation Basic

Employer contributions At least 9%* of your 
salary and wages 

plus insurance levy

SG contributions 
plus insurance levy

Member compulsory contributions 4.7% (before-tax)  
or 4.0% (after-tax)  

Member voluntary contributions

Default Death & TPD cover

Voluntary Death & TPD cover

Basic Income Protection cover

Voluntary Income Protection cover

* Subject to meeting SG contribution requirements.

?



This newsletter has been issued by Maritime Financial Services Pty Limited (MFS). Refer to your Financial Services Guide for 
more information on MFS. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this newsletter, MFS gives no warranty 
as to the reliability of this information. This newsletter contains general information and doesn’t take into account your individual 
objectives or financial situation or needs. Consequently, you should consider the appropriateness of any general information in 
relation to your situation before making an investment decision. MFS recommends you seek individual advice before making any 
decisions concerning your superannuation.

The Fund’s Product Disclosure Statements (PDS) and MFS’ Financial Services Guide are available by calling Member Services on  
1800 757 607. You should consider the PDS when deciding whether to acquire or to continue to hold a product. Past performance 
is not necessarily an indication of future performance.

Toll Free 
1800 757 607 
8.30am - 5.30pm (AEST)

Email 
info@maritimesuper.com.au

Website 
www.maritimesuper.com.au

Date Location Time Address

Monday, 10 November Sydney 10.30am - 12.00pm Wesley Conference Centre - 220 Pitt St, Sydney

Monday, 10 November Melbourne 10.00am - 11.30am MUA Melbourne - 46-54 Ireland St, West Melbourne

Tuesday, 11 November Hobart 10.30am - 12.00pm Hotel Grand Chancellor - 1 Davey St, Hobart

Wednesday, 12 November Devonport 10.00am - 11.30am MUA East Devonport - 59 Wright St, East Devonport

Tuesday, 18 November Fremantle 9.30am - 11.00am Fremantle Workers Club - 9 Henry St, Fremantle

Tuesday, 18 November Hay Point 11.30am - 1.00pm Teekay Shipping, Hay Point Tug Harbour, Half Tide via Mackay

Wednesday, 19 November Gladstone 10.00am - 11.30am Rydges Gladstone, 100 Goondoon St, Gladstone

Thursday, 20 November Brisbane 10.30am - 12.00pm MUA Brisbane - 73 Southgate Ave, Cannon Hill

Wednesday, 26 November Adelaide 10.30am - 12.00pm MUA Port Adelaide 65 St. Vincent St, Port Adelaide

Wednesday, 26 November Newcastle 3.00pm - 4.30pm Travelodge Newcastle - 12 Steel St, Newcastle

Thursday, 27 November Port Kembla 11.00am - 12.30pm Port Kembla Leagues Club - 3 Wentworth St, Port Kembla

Tuesday, 2 December Darwin 1.00pm - 2.30pm Port Function Centre, Stokes Hill Wharf, Tinter St, Darwin

Seminars - coming soon to a location near you
Maritime Super will be on the road to deliver seminars across Australia in November. Key management 
representatives and financial planners will be presenting the latest investment results, tips on various super 
milestones, planning for retirement and much more. 

PHOTO OF THE YEAR
Thanks to everyone who submitted photos 
for the 2015 Calendar.

With all the amazing photos we received,  
selecting a winning photo was no easy task.

Congratulations to Steve Mavin, whose  
photo Storm approaching at DP World,  
Port Botany has been awarded Photo of  
the Year.


