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The new financial year began with strong performance in all 
sectors resulting in significant positive returns for investors for the 
September quarter. The key driver was the equity markets, which 
rebounded strongly from the downturn suffered during the last 
quarter of the 2011/12 financial year.

The returns for local and overseas equity markets were 8.8% and 
5.2% (unhedged) respectively for the September quarter which saw 
positive returns across all of Maritime Super’s investment options 
during the period. 

The Fund’s Growth and Balanced options, which have higher 
proportions of equity assets, rewarded members with quarterly 
returns of 4.5% and 4.0% respectively. The Conservative and Cash 
options also provided positive returns. The longer term returns for 
all of the options now show strong positive results for the 1-year 
and 3-year periods. 

Australian and international shares 
The local and global markets benefited greatly over the September 
quarter following key announcements and actions from the 
European Central Bank (ECB), the US Federal Reserve and 
the People’s Bank of China. The ECB and US Federal Reserve 
continued their stimulus packages to boost economic activity in 
their regions, while China set its long-term plans with expectations 
of long-term growth continuing in Asia.

The recovery was strong in larger capitalised companies. The 
smaller resource companies experienced extremely good growth 
due to recovering commodity prices. The Australian sectors 
which performed the best were Consumer Staples, Health Care, 
Financials, Information Technology and Telecommunications.

At a global level, the equities sector had an excellent quarter and 
with the Australian dollar strengthening against the US dollar, 
Maritime Super’s hedging policy added additional value. The returns 
for all major regional indices were positive over the quarter with 
Europe, Asia (excluding Japan) and the emerging markets sector 
being the standout regions. 

The European nations of Denmark, Finland, Germany, Norway, Spain 
and Portugal performed strongly and the UK and US also performed 
well, with the US S&P Index reaching near 5-year highs. 

Property
The Fund’s direct property investments continued to perform 
well as investors remain attracted to the sector’s high yields and 
potential defensive characteristics. Domestic Listed Property Trusts 
(LPTs) performed well (6.9%), although not quite as well as the 
domestic equities index over the quarter. However, over the past 
year, the LPTs have performed well ahead of the broader domestic 
equity index. 

Fixed interest 
The yields on 10-year Government bonds for Australia, the UK  
and the US remained relatively flat over the quarter, while European 
and Japanese 10-year Government bond yields marginally 
tightened. Long-duration Australian Inflation Linked bonds was  
the best-performing sector over the quarter, while Australian  
Semi-Governments also performed well. 

Global credit also posted strong returns over the quarter, with 
approximately 60% of reporting US companies exceeding analysts’ 
expectations. Investors continue to be attracted to the higher 
yield of global credit which is well-supported by strong corporate 
earnings and profit margins. 

Alternatives

The Fund continues to maintain its highly diversified portfolio and 
over the quarter the valuations for most of the private equity and 
other alternative investments experienced positive gains.

The returns for the Fund’s growth alternatives (+2.3%) and 
defensive alternatives (+4.2%) while not as high as the equity 
sectors are very strong on an annualised basis and provides 
comfort to members in times of market volatility.

Market review
Markets rebound strongly during the September quarter

Visit our website at  
www.maritimesuper.com.au to learn all 
about our investments and investment 
performance



Investment performance - to 30 September 2012

Investment option FYTD FY11/12 FY10/11 FY09/10 FY08/09

Growth 4.59% -0.80% 9.97% 9.63% -19.78%

Balanced 4.04% 0.38% 9.61% 11.93% -16.10%

Conservative 2.82% 2.90% 7.57% 9.52% -6.60%

Cash Enhanced 1.32% 3.97% 5.42% 4.47% 2.47%

Cash 0.71% 3.60% 3.83% 2.82% N/A 

These returns are net of fees and taxes and apply to accumulation accounts. Different 
net rates of return apply to pension products and certain employer-sponsored categories 
where the employer may meet the administration costs - refer to the website or call 
Member Services for more information. 

Note that past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance.

We would like to thank everyone who sent in their photos for 
the 2013 Calendar. With the many quality photos submitted, 
selecting the ‘Photo of the Year’ was no easy task. 

After much consideration and deliberation, the Photo of the 
Year is ‘Jack-up rig in the moonlight’, submitted by Paul 
Milburn. Congratulations to Paul!

Future outlook
While the strong recovery over the past quarter is extremely 
pleasing, we remain mindful that investor sentiment can 
change rapidly when economic factors vary, and therefore we 
expect market volatility to continue for some time.

The ongoing market conditions reinforces our investment 
strategy of focusing on long-term fundamentals with the key 
objective of diversifying across asset classes, sectors, regions 
and markets. 

We will continue to utilise our trusted advisers and their 
comprehensive research, as well as monitor local and global 
markets to ensure that we hold investments that ensure our 
members’ retirement needs are met in the long term. We 
remain alert to short-term market issues and avoid making 
shortsighted decisions that will undermine the long-term goals 
of the Fund.

We also encourage you to remain focused on your long-term  
goals and to give one of our financial planners a call if you 
have any concerns. 2013 Calendar - photo of the year

Fixed Term Investment  
and 
Fixed Term Pension

Fixed Term Investment - next  
investment term starts 1 December 2012

If you’d like to invest some of your super in the Fixed Term 
Investment option, you have until 23 November 2012 to do 
so. Complete the Fixed Term Investment application (available 
from our website or by calling Member Services) - refer to the 
website in mid-November for the interest rates.

Fixed Term Pension - next pension term starts  
1 December 2012

Complete the Fixed Term Pension application at the back  
of the Fixed Term Pension Member Guide (available from  
our website or by calling Member Services) and return the 
form to us by 23 November. Refer to the website in  
mid-November for the December rates.

Apply by

23
NOVEMBER



Why it’s worth 
visiting  

The Gym
Summer is often associated with fitness and health – it’s also the perfect time of the year to visit The Gym 
to get ‘financially fit’. The Gym is more than just an education centre – it’s jam-packed with interactive 
financial tools, calculators, quizzes, articles and financial resources to help you achieve financial fitness. 

Here’s a sneak peek at some of the things you can do at The Gym:

Get your finances into shape
Do you need to work out your monthly mortgage payment? 
What about calculating credit card repayments or stamp duty 
on your dream home? At The Gym, you have access to 20 
financial calculators that are designed to help you save, plan 
and budget. They’re absolutely free to use and cover a broad 
range of tasks, including:

 � budget planners

 � savings and debt management calculators

 � credit card repayment calculators

 � home loan calculators

To improve financial wellbeing, it’s important to have a good 
understanding of the core fundamentals of personal finance. 
At The Gym, you’ll find 11 learning modules which range from 
debt management to estate planning that will help you get to 
grips with personal finance.

Plan for life events
Life is full of unexpected twists and turns, so it’s great to have  
The Gym as a ready resource to help you plan for important life 
events (as well as the ones you weren’t quite expecting).

The Gym has a huge library of tips, tools and checklists to help 
you when you:  

 � start work or change jobs

 � get married

 � receive an inheritance or cash windfall; and

 � approach retirement, just to name a few.

        To learn about personal finance, click on the 
‘Learn’ tab once you’ve signed in to The Gym.

To open a calculator, click on the ‘Calculate’ tab 
once you’ve signed in to The Gym.



The Gym - featured  
article:

A different way to give at Christmas
In the era of consumption, it seems if you’re not buying new 
then you’re cheating the system. While purchasing new items 
can assist retailers, there are other ways to engage in the  
gift-giving spirit ...

To read this article in full, log in to The Gym and click 
on the ‘Articles’ tab

Win prizes
Do you understand the different types of insurance and their 
purpose? Or perhaps you know the ins and outs of estate 
planning?

Test your knowledge each quarter and you could be in the 
running to win a $100 gift voucher. All you need to  
do is take the quiz and answer 4 out of 8  
questions correctly and you automatically  
go into the draw.

        To be in the running  
for prizes each quarter,  
click on the ‘Quiz’ tab  
and then click on ‘Competition Quiz’.

How to log in to The Gym
Visit www.maritimesuper.com.au and click on ‘The Gym’ button (pictured right) 

on the hompage (you’ll reach the Member Online login page). Once you’ve logged 

in, you’ll be immediately redirected to The Gym.

Once you are there, navigating The Gym is easy. Simply click on the tab for the 

activity you’d like to undertake.

Kickstart your  
FITness

The 
Gym

Discover your ‘Money Personality’
Bill Gates is an Owl, Oprah Winfrey is a Dolphin, Warren Buffet is 
a Labrador and Donald Trump is a Monkey.

The ‘Money Personality’ quiz is exclusive to The Gym, and is 
designed to help you understand your behavioural preferences 
towards money and wealth.

        Which Money Personality animal are you? Take 
the quiz and find out - log in to The Gym and click on 
the ‘Quiz’ tab to take the Money Personality Quiz.

I am considered to 
be visionary and   
        innovative

I am quick to maximise 
opportunities

I excel in managing  
proven structures  

and systems

I find highly structured 
plans and situations  
        restrictive



Contact Maritime Super

This newsletter has been issued by Maritime Financial Services Pty Limited (MFS). Refer to your Financial 
Services Guide for more information on MFS. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of  
this newsletter, MFS gives no warranty as to the reliability of this information. 

This newsletter contains general information only and does not take into account your individual objectives 
or financial situation or needs. Consequently, you should consider the appropriateness of any general 
information in relation to your situation before making an investment decision. MFS recommend you seek 
individual advice before making any decisions concerning your superannuation.

The Fund’s Product Disclosure Statements (PDS) and MFS’ Financial Services Guide are available by calling 
Member Services on 1800 757 607. You should consider the PDS when deciding whether to acquire or to 
continue to hold a product. Past performance is not necessarily an indication of future performance.

Toll Free

1800 757 607
8.30 am to 5.30 pm AEST

Email

info@maritimesuper.com.au 

Website

www.maritimesuper.com.au

Fax

02 9261 3683
03 9686 0377

Visit us at

Sydney
Level 16
31 Market Street
Sydney  NSW  2000

OR

Melbourne
Level 4
6 Riverside Quay
Southbank  VIC  3006

The Fund
Maritime Super
ABN 77 455 663 441
RSE Registration No. R1001747

The Corporate Trustee
Maritime Super Pty Limited
ABN 43 058 013 773
AFSL No. 348197
RSE Licence No. L0000932

The Administrator
Maritime Financial Services Pty Limited
ABN 16 105 319 202
AFSL No. 241735

Noticeboard

Join the family – nominate your family  
and friends for Maritime Super membership
There are so many reasons why it’s worth nominating your  
family and friends for Maritime Super membership; not only do  
they join the super fund that embodies the passion and spirit  
of the maritime industry, but they also have access to flexible  
investment options with solid long-term returns, affordable  
voluntary insurance cover and professional advice from our financial planners.

Call Member Services on 1800 757 607 if you’d like your family and friends to join the 
Maritime Super family.

Statement correction - Accumulation Plus & Accumulation Basic
The Annual Statement that you recently received for the period ending 30 June 2012 
states that, if you have stopped working for your Full Participating or Participating 
Employer, any Basic Death cover (now known as Default Death cover) and all TPD cover 
quoted has been cancelled. 

This statement does not apply after 30 March 2012 because your Default Death and 
Default TPD cover converts to units of Voluntary insurance cover when you stop working 
(which you will be responsible for paying), and Voluntary cover continues when you 
transfer between categories (subject to eligibility rules). If you have any questions about 
how this affects you, please call Member Services on 1800 757 607.

Change to contribution rules for Accumulation Basic members 
The Product Disclosure Statement for Accumulation Basic incorrectly stated that the 
employer contribution obligation stops at age 70.

Subject to government superannuation restrictions, contributions should continue  
until age 75. 

Annual Report - coming in December
As part of our commitment to reducing paper wastage and printing costs, hardcopies  
of the Annual Report will only be sent to members who request them. If you’d like a 
hardcopy of the Annual Report, call Member Services on 1800 757 607 or email us at 
info@maritimesuper.com.au. The Annual Report will be posted on the website in  
mid-December. If you’d like a copy emailed to you, let Member Services know.


